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Well 2019 has sure blown in
with a mixed bag of cold, snow
and ice. Mother Nature has certainly reminded us what winters
are supposed to be in the Midwest.
We here at D&L Pools are hoping
that she is getting all this bad winter weather business out of her
system now and we will have a
pleasant and early spring, unlike
the 4 weekends of snow we had in
April 2018.

We’ve been busy this winter at
our Hanna City store and are
in the process of building on a
new spa room and updating
the inside of the building.
Also, we just got back from
market and found some interesting new outdoor living items
that we are looking forward to
offering to our customers.
From electronic mosquito repellant systems that are completely chemical free to customized fire pits, outdoor audio and hammocks and lounge
chairs there is no doubt that
the outdoor market just keeps
expanding. Let us help you
bring your vacation to your
backyard. Spa users don’t de-

NEW Aboveground
Variable Speed Pump

spair we have some new items
coming for you as well. We
know that bath bombs have
been quite the thing so we
have found spa bombs that are
approved for spa use! Do you
use aromatherapy in your day
to day living? We now have
aromatherapy spa crystals to
add in muscle pain, breathing,
sleeping, energizing and more.
Has your spa cabinet seen better days? We now have access
to paneling systems that are
universal that can be used to
cover over your existing cabinet to make it look new again.
We look forward to seeing
for this upcoming 2019 season.

Early Buy Chemical Sale
Bring in this coupon
to save 15%* off
early buy chemicals
March 15th—31st, 2019

Start Up Highlights
 Open pool before water
temp raises above 58°
 Clean cover of debris &
water before opening
 Don’t put a chlorine
puck in the skimmer
before shocking

*Less 3% for credit card purchases.
Good news for all aboveground pool owners
that have been interested in going with a more
efficient pool pump. After last years inground
release we talked to quite a few of you with
aboveground pools that were also looking to

Continued on Page 3

Receive full discount for cash, check or
debit purchases.
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Mobile Lab Service—”Our Store to Your Door”
We offer a full range of water testing and treating services. We can test only and leave instructions. We can test and treat the pool while we
are there. Going on vacation and need someone to watch the pool? We can do that too.
Our mobile lab is fully stocked with chemicals
and some maintenance equipment so we can
fulfill our customers needs while we are onsite.

As Central Illinois’ only mobile service
we take pride in offering this unique, timesaving service to our customers. We want
you to spend the time you have available
enjoying your pool. If you’re interested in
this service, contact our office for a copy
of the contract or visit our website at
dandlpools.com/contracts-and-forms

Need chemicals and don’t have time to come
to the store? We can deliver your order to your
house for you. Our mobile service starts
around the first part of April, weather dependent, and runs until the end of October.

Benefits of a Hot Tub
If you have ever enjoyed a good soak in
the hot tub you know how relaxing it can be.
However, you may be surprised to know
that hot tubs are also prescribed for people
suffering from chronic ailments like Type-2
diabetes, arthritis, fibromyalgia and high
blood pressure. Not only do hot tubs have a
positive effect on these ailments, they also
generally benefit your overall health.
For thousands of years, we have been using
the power of temporary near-weightlessness
of water immersion to release tension in
joints and muscles for relaxation. Jet massage coupled with water immersion decreases pressure and weight on sore arthritic
joints as well as loosening tight muscles and
relaxing. This combination therapy relaxes

your breathing, increases circulation and helps
your body detoxify. Spas can even help accelerate the body’s own healing process by causing the body to release hormones like serotonin and dopamine to aid in reducing stress,
depression and anxiety. Insomnia can also be
helped with the soothing warm water hydrotherapy. The heated water will raise your core
temperature and when you exit the tub and
your core temperature cools down it will create
the same effect as when your body is preparing
to sleep. The hot tub hydrotherapy allows
your body to slip into a deeper sleep and your
muscles to release tension through massage
therapy. Aromatherapy and light therapy can
also be combined in your tub with the hydrotherapy to further extend the health benefits
you can receive.

How often should
I test my water?
We get the question frequently how
often should I check my water? There
is no hard fast rule on how often to
check your water. On a fresh fill you
will check it daily for awhile to make
sure that you get the water balanced.
We recommend checking the water
after it rains or a heavy bather load so
you can balance as necessary. You can
check the water daily or you can check
it 2 to 3 times a week. It really is up to
you. You can bring samples into the
store regularly and we can do the testing
for you and take the guess work out.
Often we hear I don’t need to test my
water it is crystal clear. We would also
like to point out that your indoor toilet
water is crystal clear too ...however I
think we would all agree we would hesitate to swim in that water. The point to
be made here is just because it is crystal
clear doesn’t mean that your water is
balanced. For instance a low alkalinity
in the pool can make the water crystal
clear because it is very acidic but you
wouldn’t want to swim in it as it is hard
on your skin and pool equipment.
There may be nothing wrong with your
water either. It’s just a good idea to
maintain a routine schedule of testing
your water to prevent any issues.

Why is Alkalinity Important?

First of all what is alkalinity?
Total alkalinity is the measurement of all the alkaline substances dissolved in the water. It
should not be confused with pH
which measures the amount of
hydrogen ions in the water.
They are two totally different
things. Pool alkalinity is one of
the many factors that effect the
water quality of your swimming
pool. Total alkalinity is closely
related to pH, because it meas-

ures the pool's ability to
resist change in pH. In the
proper range of 80 ppm to
150 ppm, total alkalinity
keeps the pH level stable.
Total alkalinity is a buffer
to help keep the pH in range
by neutralizing acids so they do
work closely together.
What happens if the alkalinity is too low? When the alkalinity in the pool is low it can
cause big fluctuations in the
pH when adding acid or pH
up. When the alkalinity remains low for an extended
period of time it can cause
damage to your equipment due
to the acidity of the water. We

have seen heat exchangers on
new heaters go out in as little
as two weeks with low alkalinity. Lower alkalinity can also
cause liner wrinkling. The
acidity of the water pulls the
plasticizer out of the liner causing the vinyl to actually grow
making wrinkles. Both of
these instances the manufacturer will consider that chemical damage and will void their
warranty. Swimmers might
also complain of rashes, itchy
skin or stinging eyes as well
with low alkalinity. Water with
low alkalinity will often times
look crystal clear making you
think that the water is ok when
it is not. That’s when it is

important to check your water
regularly. Phosphates in the
water or acid rains are big culprits in lowering your waters
alkalinity.
So what happens if the total
alkalinity is too high? When
alkalinity is high (most of our
local water has high alkalinity) it
makes it more difficult to
change the pH and lower it to
acceptable levels. The only way
to lower your alkalinity is to
work on it with muriatic acid
however once your pH is range
you leave the alkalinity alone
until you need to adjust pH
again. This may take weeks to
do especially on a fresh fill. Be
patient and you will get there.
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Variable Speeds Pumps for Aboveground Pools
Continued from Front Page

save some energy and money. We are excited
to announce that Hayward® has come out
with a PowerFlo® VS 300 above ground variable-speed pool pump. This pump is designed for maximum energy efficiency and
quieter-than-ever operation. The PowerFlo®
VS 300 above ground pool pump provides up
to 80% energy savings over single-speed
pumps, paying for itself within two seasons of
usage.
Features include:






Permanent magnet, totally enclosed fancooled (TEFC) motor provides maximum energy efficiency and long-lasting
performance
Engineered for incredibly quiet operation
Built-in controller features an LED
screen and keypad for easy operation



Extra-large strainer basket holds
more debris for less frequent
maintenance
This is the first aboveground pool
pump listed under the new ENERGY
STAR 2.0 specifications. Only available through brick and mortar stores
this pump comes with a 2 year warranty. If you have us install the pump
it will extend your warranty from 2
years to 3 years.

New Hayward®
OmniHub™

Things to know
about salt water systems
Salt water systems are not a non chlorine
system. The salt passes through a cell with
metal paddles and an electric current is used to
create liquid chlorine from the salt ion. The
liquid chlorine produced has a very high pH.
With a salt system you will have to monitor
your pH frequently. Using a salt system you
will need to add muriatic acid to lower the pH.
Never use granular pH down to reduce your
pH with a salt system as it will damage your
salt cell.
Salt water pools while creating silky smooth
water are very corrosive to your equipment,
handrails and concrete decking. Rinsing your
concrete decking and handrails off with regular
water will help prevent pitting. All of us from
the Midwest are very familiar with the havoc
road salt creates on our roadways and vehicles
during the winter months. Salt water systems
will shorten the long term life of your equipment just as our road salt causes potholes and
premature rusting of our vehicles. There is a
small anode that can be installed on your
equipment that can help down the corrosion.
We do not recommend putting salt systems
on aboveground pools due to it voiding the
manufacturers warranty.

Aboveground Pool
Winter Cover Storage Tip
For those of us with aboveground pools we
have the yearly struggle of how do we store the
winter cover to get more life out of it. Here’s
our trick to help you extend the life of your
winter cover. When you get ready to open the
pool for the season clean your winter cover
well and then fold it up and put it in a large
garbage can with a lid. Fill the can and submerge the cover with water and add a bottle of
cover cleaner and a little bit of baking soda. I
know, I know sounds crazy right? Put my
cover in water? Here’s why it works. The
water will help to not only keep critters from
chewing holes in it but also it keeps the fibers
of the cover pliable so that they don’t dry out
and fray causing the cover to tear prematurely.
age, and schedule from anywhere via iOS
and Android smartphones and voice controlled devices, including Amazon Alexa.
Smart Home Expansion: Works with
popular home automation systems including Amazon®, Nest®, Control4®, and Crestron®.

Hayward® OmniHub™ offers the easiest way to add smart control to a pool –
at any time! Compatible with Hayward
and most other pool equipment brands,
pool owners have the ability to access,
schedule, and adjust their equipment
with their smartphone or voice controlled devices. OmniHub can be quickly
and easily installed by D & L Pools and
will control virtually every piece of equipment, including: filter pumps, heaters,
pool lighting, AquaRite® salt systems,
booster pumps, backyard lighting, and
water features.
Features & Benefits
Easiest and most affordable way to
add smart pool control to nearly any
pool.
Seamless Integration: Compatible
with Hayward pool products and most
pool equipment brands for entire pool
and spa pad control.
Convenient Control: Access, man-

OmniHub includes: wiring base unit,
control pad, and 1 Smart Relay for control
of equipment including variable-speed
pumps, heaters, pool lighting, and salt
chlorinators.
Flexible & scalable: Ability to add up to
2 additional Smart Relays for even more
control including booster pumps, cleaner,
backyard lighting, and water features.
OmniHub is a simple upgrade to Hayward’s
AquaRite salt chlorination systems, for both
new and existing system installations.
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Do’s and Don’ts of Pool Openings
Do— Check filter sand before it gets wet for debris or
organic waste. Change at least every 3 years or sooner.
Sand is much easier to change at the beginning of the
season when it is dry.

Don’t—get water and debris from on top of the
winter cover into the pool, if you do chemicals can
cost double to clean.

Do— Remove all water and debris off the top of the
pool cover before trying to remove it.

Don’t—Bring uncirculated water into pool store for
testing. All tests will not be accurate.

Do– Lubricate pump lid gasket, tighten plugs, re-teflon
fittings if necessary and check for leaks.

Don’t—Put chlorine pucks or sticks in the skimmer
until the pool has been shocked and a chlorine
residual has been maintained. Putting pucks in
before shocking will make balancing water 2 to 10
times worse. You have to overcome the bacteria in
the water before using tablets to maintain chlorine.

Do- Brush pool walls and vacuum debris off bottom of
pool.
Do— Let filter run 12 to 24 hours before securing a pool
water sample to bring to the store for testing.
Do—Get your water sample for testing at elbow depth in
the pool and away from the returns.
Do—Let filter run continuously until clarity and water
balance is achieved.
Do—Adjust return into pool at a 45° angle down and to
the right for better circulation.

Don’t—Put any chemicals into pool before testing.

Don’t—Backwash or clean the filter until a 10#
pressure increase is noted on the pressure gauge or
flow slows down back to the pool. Pool filters work
at 100% when they are 60% dirty.
Don’t—Shock the pool unless the pH range is
between 7.2-7.4 and direct sunlight is off the pool.

